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An areenol of myths 

fired by a nonentity 



1,1,1 HTS and rumours persist 

ai)uut the identity of the killer 

or Killers — of President John F 
Kennedy. 

( L n l f h * sub -> et > have multiplied 
and a i ash of documentaries and discus- 

u'l'e v i m o n" ra m m es has broken out on 

™ al ,; his * hould happen almost 15 
i>i 1 d A U n tht ' assassination in Dealer 
Dallas - Texas, on November 22 
needs some explanation. 

t - h “ d ^ of li [ e was ? iven 'o this 

Kennetlj industry by the Freedom of 
Information Act in the United States. 

ni th r an i y c, . tizen can require agencies 
. f lh ‘-‘ federal government to supply 
information — including documents — 
pnn idea these are not on classified lists 
a* feeding national security. 

Since it i> difficult to argue that events 
>Ui founding the assassination of a Presi- 
dent more than a decade ago constitute 
national security", writers and journal- 
iMs in the United States have had a rich 
harvest of documents from all sorts of 
archives in Washington D.C.. and bevond. 
spati rtsu ls are now appearing in fuli 

The central question continues to be 
whether the Commission of Inquire 
appointed by Kennedy's successor. Lvn- 
( on B. Johnson arrived at the truth when 
it concluded that Kennedy was assassi- 
nated by Lee Harvey Oswald, alone, 
unaided and with no other persons 
involved, at home or overseas An 
assassination — especially of a head-of 
Mato and even more especially, of so 
alluring and youthful a President as John 
, • Kennedy always attracts conspiracy 
theories. 

Such theories can go all the way from 
the notion of a local political conspiraev 
to one involving collusion bv local or 
State police, to grander theories involv- 

!P~ d IA l 1 } 0 FBI ' and be . v °nd that to 
UK KCjB in Moscow, or Castro's agents 
operating in the United States. 

Untidy report 




President 
John F. 
Kennedy: 
alluring, 
youthful head 
of state whose 
death was 
probably 
bound to 
generate more 
conspiracy 
theories than 
most. 



One book which appeared in 1976. bv a 
former London solicitor. Michael 
Eddowes. argued that when Lee Harvey 
Oswald defected to Russia in 1959. he was 
killed by the KGB, then a substitute 
resembling Oswald was trained, and 
returned to the United States (complete 
with Russian bride. Marina "Oswald”! 
for counter-intelligence activities. _ 

The author did not explain thS 
astounding ability of the Russians to 
manufacture a twin for Oswald, complete 
with Texas drawl, who could fool even. 
Oswald's mother, his elder brother, and' 
other relatives who had known Lee 
Oswald since birth. But at least it 
illustrated the attraction of conspiracy 
theories for those looking for them. 

That said, there are certainly some' 
untidy features of the official Report ofi 
l he Warren Commission into the assassi- ' 
nation of President Kennedy, despite the 
impressive array of Senators, Congress- 
men. and legal counsel assembied to sift 
the evidence presented to it under its 
chairman. Eari Warren, Chief Justice -of 
the. United States Supreme Court. As it 
stands, the Report — first published in 




— ; reads like a brier tor rne 
l)i (>$etutn)n against the dead Lee Harvev 
Oswald rather than a. pursuit of the- 
trutfi. No alternative explanation other 
t hart the "lone assassin” theory was 
considered with any seriousness. 

Throughout the Warren Keport there 

a,,emp ' no * to in ^ imo 

, <is hat .could compromise that 
-.Ic explanation. Yet experienced 
‘‘ V Xl ‘ r ' S W1 , ,h no Particular axes to grind 
urn! ; vei-v distinguished scholars on both 
. . , of the Atlantic, have been verv 
u natal of the handling of the evidence 
a ,0 H, the y arren Co “tnission 
before it hand ing of witnesses who came 

The main conclusion of these critics 

fo m .’T tha u the c Warren Commission 
‘ , ‘ nd 11 expedient, for etiher reasons of 

S r .‘.T T 0re sln ? ply - to Close a case which 
,, hefJ * n a hundred different direc- 
isv.ssin A n nH 0swaid goilty as a solitary 
esiim o, And ? lnce he was not alive to 
nff , wi l n J alterna tive explanation, the 

aslasla^n W3S ^ °" the Kennedy 

“V ha°vT e h qi J eSti0nS Persisted. Oswald 
must have had a motive. What was it? 



1 m.'icate' ,> endles.sly ' 'convoked world 'of 
es pinna ee and counter-espionage ° f 

• TK an c oH^n ! e Cam- and his thriller 
,^e Sp > VVh<) Came In From the Cold" 
wd find m Epstein's book that truth is 

slran"er M F nK ^ a ' s flct,on — sometimes 
di anger. For instance, when a leading 

Uud S 'enev‘, d' a the Sov * t delegation a7 
m Ccnei. a disarmament talks defected to 

r-^ r Vh:!^f^ re to fa lr t a YhJ^ a 7 d a ^ 

been recruited as a Soviet spy? ad 

The permutations of form o£ osveho- 
logical cold-warfare are endless ‘and 
Z£ ls -' ,f Ep ; stei n' s book a* t“Jt hf haf 

~ ,,,u lnl ° the world of alpionLe and 
th on m gh n ess. S So ' m u ch ^so, i^J f h r a f ^ 



°Lrt 6nc j h th d at he 

O^hTs ' ^° r £ desp|e e 

flourished in Dalit 'a^o^ thfrich^d 

fssmss^s 

from the "Why- there was the' How- 

known to* Iht FBI CO unT ed Marxist ~ 
surveillance by that Agenev anTaf^T 

in view'of 

motorcade. How could if happen® b ° U ' thfr 

how. and whv? Two books . ” u , so 

week seek answers to ihs PP * anng thls • 

'.™i,-.;..rt»Tp“» a s,; na w * K “” 

The -Legend" which Edward r 
Lpstem seeks to uncover is thi d Jay 

£SS3If‘i 

° f Epst ehTs book° is^nof 
ortubstantiTr to ^hV'exfsdin'g 'a * ng neW 



As the ‘who killed 
Kennedy’ 

controversy parties 
anotiier dMiaL — 
EDMUND IONS] 
Reader In Politics 
at York University,! 
reports on two 
studies of lee 
Harvey Oswald 
which look at his 

secret life before 
Dallas in 19 fi 3 * v 



■Ufa ri fnr h m h speciail ^d in Russian 
n R, f many - vears now. She is fluent 
in Russian, and spent three vears in the 
nV. L ‘ , F? ion during the ‘time whef 
swald defected. She has spent the last 1? 

l™a^rftil: er b °° k "MariM and 
"> and she had the immense advantage 
>f gaining the confidence of Mari™ 

death* 1 * ? , the years that followed t “e 
Rath of Lee Oswald and then the 

CS. the Warren Coofmis.sion's 

jiio! C f h the au,hor , is concerned to take us 
■ w ,-, h n t storm >- love-hate relationship 
•„ k,i L ?£ and Manna Oswald, against a 
Minsk m ih hU, i m ° Ves from Mos «>w and 

Sense of failure 

It was a society in which Lee Oswald 
a b ibv !h!,' wjten he b rough t his bride and 

Ri,i fnr ii Sh er back from Minsk in 1$62 
Hut ft, Marina — a very beautiful voung 
Russian who could neither speak nor 
understand English - it added Fnel ami 
dangerous dimension to her world. \ 

■,nd al h" a U n as a i ways attractive to men. 

• ..... _ njoyed. even basked in the j - 

D nT atl,) ? s- 1 home in Rus si a - and then in 
Dallas anci New; Orleans, where she triid 

U-ss Tcxan‘ th h th h y ? uns - insecure, penni- . 
naliiH i 1 married, and whose 

Huini jit a v to hold down a job was nniv 

front V th!- 0 u s S dishonourable discharge ' 
defectiom Marlnes - following his 

violfim W i ,T erRes from this study as a 
m-io P.t-. Jealous, emotionally dependent 
. with no prospects, deeply resentful . 
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Lee Harvey 
Oswald, a 
picture said 
to have been 
taken before 
the 

assassination 
with the rifle j 
he was to use. | 



of Marina’s capacity for attracting admir- 
ation from both men and women. Perhaps 
here, somewhere in the recesses of 
Oswald s resentments and his personal 
sense of failure, lies the explanation for 
what happened in Dealey Plaza in Novem- 
ber. 1963. By then, Oswald’s marriage was . 
practically in ruins: he had no prospects 
whatever, and he was taking steps to 
return to Russia, by way of Cuba. 

When visas were refused, and when 
Oswald found himself baulked on every 
side by the combined bureaucracies of two 
super-powers, did he seeks revenge on 
both systems because he began to suspect 
the truth — that neither side had any use 
lor him. and that he was exposed as a 
useless nonentity? Perhaps somewhere 
there, in Oswald’s private humiliation, lay 
the seeds of a futile gesture, the enormity . 
<>1 which was beyond his comprehension as 
he tried to face his own bitterness and 
despair. 

These two books are not.the last word on 
t h e Kennedy assassination and the 
strange events which surrounded and 
followed it. There will be others, because 
the tragedy has moved from the level of 5 
historical event to that of myth — a myth 
peculiarly suited to our time, with its 
sense of banished hopes, its cult of ' 
violence, its voyeurism, and the 
seductions of irrational doctrines. All of 
these came together in the contorted 
personality of Lee Harvey Oswald, who 
was ultimately a figure of tragedv. not of 
i-vil. 

We still lack certainty, beyond a 
reasonable doubt, of how and why John 
F itzgerald Kennedy was murdered in 
Dallas in November, 1963. 

Edward Jay Epstein, Legend: The 1 
World of Lee Harvey Oswald! 
(Ilutchlnsonj £5.50). Priscilla Johnson l 
McMillan: Marina and Lee (Collins,! 

£7.95). i t 



